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Names of newspapers. 


Place of publication. 


Number of 


subscribers. 


Se ee 


ee ne ee ee ee 


Dates of papers received and examined 


for the week. 


BENGALI. 
Monthly. 


‘Bharat Shramajivi”’ es 
‘Gramvarta Prakashika " 


Fortnightly. 


“ Sansodhini”’ 
‘ Purva Pratidhwani’”’ 
“ Rajshahye Samvad ” 


Weekly. 


“ Ananda Bazar Patrika ” 
“ Arya Darpan ” oe 
‘Bharat Mihir” 

‘‘ Bengal Advertiser” 

“ Bardwadn Sanjivani”’ 

‘¢ Dacca Prakash” 

‘‘ Education Gazette”’ 

‘ Hindu Hitaishini”” 

“ Hindu Ranjika”’ 

“Howrah Hitakari”’ 

“ Medini”’ wy 
‘‘ Murshidabad Patriké”’.. 

‘ Murshidabad Pratinidhi” 
“ Navavibhakar’”’ ' 
 Pratikér’”’ 
‘Rangpore Dik Prakash " 
‘‘ Sadharani”’ ee 
‘‘ Sahachar”’ 

'* Samalochak ”’ 


“Samachar Sar ’”’ 


'“ Som Prakash ”’ 
Sulabha Samachar” 
‘Sharad Kaumudi ” 
i“ Srihatta Prakash ” 
|“ Tripurd Vart4vaha ” 


Tri-weekly. 
“Samachar Sudhavarshan ”’ 
Daily. 
“ Samvad Prabhakar” 


‘Samachar Chandrika’”’ 


‘Samvad Piirnachandroday a’ 


‘‘ Banga Vidya Prakéshika’”’ 
* Prabhati” 


ENGLISH AND Urpv. 


Weekly. 
‘Urdu Guide” Sd 


Hinpt. 


Weekly. 
“Behar Bandhu” ' 
'“ Bharat Mitra ” 

| $6 Jagat Mitra 99 

“* Sar Sudhanidhi ” 


PERSIAN. 


ee Weekly. 
: Jam-Jahan-numa” J 


Calcutta 
Comercolly 


Chittagong 
Ditto 
Rajshahye 


Calcutta 

Ditto 
Mymensingh 
Calcutta 
Bardwan 
Dacca 
Hooghly 
Dacca 


Bethar, Howrah 
Midnapore 
Berhampore 
Ditto 

Calcutta 
Berhampore 
Kakinia, Rangpore 
Chinsurah 
Calcutta 

Ditto 
Allahabad 
Calcutta 

Ditto 
Bhowanipore 
Sylhet 
Commillah 


Calcutta 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto ~ 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Calcutta 


Bankipore, Patna 
Calcutta 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 


Beauleah, Raj shéhye... 


13th July 1880. 


13th ditto. 
16th ditto. 
13th ditto. 
13th ditto. 
18th ditto. 
16th ditto. 
14th ditto. 


14th ditto. 


19th ditto. 
15th ditto. 


18th ditto. 
12th ditto. 


19th ditto. 
17th ditto. 


12th ditto. 


13th and 16th to 22nd July 1880. 


19th to 24th ditto. 
15th and 19th to 23rd ditto. 


19th to 24th 
20th to 24th 


a 


ditto. 
ditto. 


15th July 1880. 
15th ditto. 


12th ditto. 


16th ditto. 


” <a. 


ee 


PoLiTicaL. 


Samacmas, The Sahachar, of the 12th July, thus concludes an article headed « The 
July 12th, 1489. state of Afghanistan :”—No one among the 
Afghans would like tosee Abdur Rahmay 
seated on the throne of Cabul. We would therefore strongly urge op 
the Government of Lord Ripon the need of using the utmost circum. 
spection in this matter. It is said that, if the Sirdar is not willing to come 
to Cabul at the invitation of the British authorities, Government will com. 
mence negotiations with some other person. This decision is indeed com. 
mendable, but the duty of Government would now seem to be to cut off 
all communication with Abdur Rahman. A permanent settlement of the 
country will not be possible with Abdur Rahman at the head of the admin. 
istration. Things will soon revert to their original condition and a fresh 
settlement will become a necessity. But such rapid changes are never desir- 
able. Weare of opinion that Government should either negotiate with Musa 
Jan, the representative of Yakub Khan, or retire altogether from Afghan- 
istan. The latter course would doubtless be attended with temporary 
disadvantages, such as the prevalence of anarchy and internal dissensions, but 
in the end, when the people would have the Amir of their own choice seated 
on the throne, all troubles would disappear. Musa Jan represents Yakub 
Khan and is popular; and, although his installation on the throne might 
be somewhat disagreeable to Government, there is no other course which is 
equally unobjectionable. 

eee 2. The same paper notices an article, which has recently appeared 
The Englishman on representative 10 the Hnglishman newspaper, on the subject 
government for natives. of representative government for the natives 
of India. The Znglishman has sought to throw discredit on the efforts 
of the educated natives of the present time to get admission into Parlia- 

ment, by attributing them all to selfishness, and remarking that the interests 
of the people of this country are of so conflicting a character that there would 
never be found any agreement among themselves as to the need of introduc- 

ing a representative form of government therein. The Sahachar does not see 
the force of the objections raised by his contemporary; and observes that, 

since in the British Parliament there are men whose interests differ widely, 
there is no reason why the plea of different interests should be raised in 
India in connection with representative government. The leading politi- 
cians in England have felt the need of introducing some such system into 
India, and the Exglishman would but be regarded as an enemy and not as 

a friend of this country if he questioned their wisdom. } 
SaDMARANI, 3. The Sddhdrani, of the 18th July, remarks with regret that affairs in 
ieee Afchanistan are allowed to proceed in much 
sees sans the same direction as under the late Govern- 
ment. The Liberals in opposition had loudly denounced the wat and 
insisted on its prompt termination. They have now been for more than two 
months in office, and yet there are no signs of improvement. On their first 
| accession to power they gave the public some assurances that the war would 
be soon brought to an end, estimates of the costs of demolishing the 
ed fortifications and other works in Cabul were called for, and the further 
a. prosecution of the Candahar railway was suspended. All these were 
: regarded as indications that peace ms gg og TOY Then came 
Lord Hartington’s statement that the British troops would be withdrawa 
by autumn. This also was assuring. But it does not appear probable, from 
the manner in which negotiations are being carried on with Abdur Rahmav, 
that a settlement will be possible by September. The public are talking of 


Yakub Khan as the person who should be reinstated in his throne, but 
Government is reticent on this point. 


Afghan affairs. 
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4, The Som Prakash, of the 19th July, remarks that there is no 
reasonable prospect of improvement so long as 
the finances are administered in the present 
wnsatisfactory manner. The home authorities act most arbitrarily in this 
matter. ‘There is no one to oppose the demands made by the Secretary of 
State. A reform, however, is urgently needed. The Committees appointed 
through the exertions of Mr. Fawcet and others have done but little useful 
work. What is really wanted is that there should be a standing Committee 
fr the supervision of Indian finances, composed partly of official and 
non-official Europeans and partly of experienced natives. It should be 
the duty of this Committee to attend to all financial matters and frame 
estimates of income and expenditure. The true remedy for the present 
disorganization of the finances is indeed the introduction of a represen- 
tative system of government into this country, but, until that is found 
practicable, a standing financial Committee of the nature described above 
has become a necessity. 

5. The Navavibhakar, of the 19th July, fully approves of the sugges- 
tions put forth in a paper recently read before 
ameeting of the East India Association of 
London by Lord Stanley on the desirability of 
establishing a court in India, where any native of the country who may be 
aggrieved by any action of the Indian Government may lodge a complaint 
against it. If this tribunal were established, the native princes as well as 
the people would be assured of justice and much heart-burning would cease. 
Both Government and its feudatories would come to have a sense of respon- 
sibility which is now so sadly wanting. 


The condition of the Indian finances. 


A court of appeal for aggrieved 
native princes. 


Pustic ADMINISTRATION. 


6. A correspondent of the Sar Sudhdnidi asks Government to make the 
rate of postage levied on bearing letters the 
same with that levied on paid letters of the 
same weight. As it is, in the case of the former the postage charged is 
double that levied on the latter. 

7. The Sahachar, of the 12th July, thus writes in the course of an 
article on the error in the budget :—The whole 
English nation have proved themselves worthy 
descendants of John Bull in this matter of the 
deplorable error in the budget. There is positively no one present to defend 
Sit John Strachey. Even after committing the blunder, Sir John was 
adxious to pocket Rs. 50,000 as a bonus. But the days of his power are 
gone; England has now found him out, and for the grave blunder which 
has been made he will be called to account by the British Parliament 
and the public. In conclusion, we would ask the new administration 
‘0 make a searching enquiry into the matter, and thus do an act of 
justice to the public. However grossly Lord Lytton and Sir John Strachey 
nay have distorted the facts regarding the expenses of the Afghan war, the 
- iS now gradually coming to be perceived, that the prediction of the 
ate Lord Lawrence on this subject was but too well founded. 

- Referring to the recommendation of the~ jury for mercy which 

The case of Nairns was made in the case/of George Nairns, 
| and the remarks of the Judge, the same 

ave makes the following observations:—Before concluding. this article 
wo but refer to the fact that, whenever a European is put on his 
me bee murdering a native, a jury composed of Europeans, nay not 
“equently the judges also, show a bias in favour of the accused. 
“is the second case of a European who has murdered a native 


Postal rates. 
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being condemned to death. In such cases death is not unoften attributed 
to a rupture of the spleen. Hence it would not be surprising if experience 
had produced in the minds of an impartial judge an unfavourable Opinion 
of a European jury. God only knows whether the jury empanelled to ¢ 
George Nairns was subject to any such weakness as has been referred t, 
but if the Judge really thought so, he was at liberty to honestly express hi, 
conviction. There is nothing to show that in this case the jury was nos 
subject to any improperinfluences, The Judge deserves our best thanks for 
his impartial judgment. 

9. A correspondent of the same paper notices with regret that 
Government has taken up the work of the 
Sonarpore railway before that of the projected 
line to Jessore, although a great deal has already been done in connection 
with the latter scheme. The attention of Sir Ashley Eden is directed to 
the subject. 

10. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 13th July, publishes a Bengali 

An application for a Deputy Magis- translation of a petition, a copy of which it 
trateship. alleges to have received from the Bengal 
Secretariat. We give it a extenso in English: 

To the Hon’sie Sie Asuuey Epey, k.c.s.1., Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal. 


A railway to Jessore. 


The humble petition of Robert 


Thomson of Chittagong. 
Most RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH— 


THAT your petitioner is a Kurasian. His father was a resident of 
England and his mother was born in this country. He also was born here. 

2. That the petitioner’s father owned four factories, which brought 
him extensive profits, but the late Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, Sir 
Richard Temple, ruined your petitioner. 

8. That itis known to your Honor that there was a dispute between 
certain tenants of Fenuah and a European tea-planter of Chittagong 
regarding an embankment which, had it been left intact, would have 
injured the interests of the planters, while, on the other hand, its destruction 
would have led to the submergence of the crops of thousands of ryots. The 
planters therefore, on the one hand, sought to destroy, while the ryots, on the 
other, made great efforts to save this embankment. 

4. That there was at length a bitter affray in this place. The planters 
fired some shots, aiming at the ryots, thereby inflicting serious wounds on some 
of them. Both parties were then sent by the police to take their trial. 
Mr. Kirkwood, an able man, was at this time Magistrate of Chittagong. 
He acquitted the planters and punished the ryots who had been wounded 
by the shots. 

5. That when the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Richard Temple, heard of 
this, he became exceedingly angry, and his Government, taking up the cause of 
the ryots, appealed to the High Court against the decision of the Magistrate. 
The ryots were now discharged and the planters punished. 

6. That with the aid of Government the ryots thus won the cate. 


- This puffed them up with pride. Your Honor is aware that they are an 


extremely wicked people, and this encouragement by Sir Richard Temple 
would seem to have maddened them. It would not have mattered much if, 
as an advocate of the tenants, Sir Richard had merely punished the 
planters, but he punished Mr. Kirkwood also by degrading him from the 
position of a Magistrate to that of ‘a Joint-Magistrate of the lowest class. 

| 7. That this encouraged the tenantry in proportion as it struck terror 
into the hearts of the Magistrates. The business of tea-planters 1° 
Chittagong thus became impossible. Your Honor is aware that it 1s ‘almost 


[= 3 


impossible to carry on the work of a tea-plantation without oppressing the 

ots, but your petitioner and others like him did not now venture to resort to 
high-handedness, nor did the European Magistrates venture to abet it. 
Hence it was that your petitioner's business was ruined, and he is now a 
penniless man. : 

g That on the transfer of Sir Richard Temple to Bombay your Honor 
assumed the Lieutenant-Governorship of Bengal. Your advent filled the 

etitioner and other planters with greater apprehension. ‘The latter are 
the descendants of the indigo-planters who had been expelled from Bengal by 
your Honor, and so their fear was but natural. But this fear is gradually 

iding. 

- 9, That although your Honor may have been an enemy of the indigo- 
planters before, your feeling has undergone a change since you became Lieu- 
tenant-Governor. Your leniency towards the indigo-planters of Behar first 
disabused the mind of your petitioner and others of this wrong impression. 
Your subsequently allowing Mr. Magrath, the Magistrate of Monghyr, to 
escape With impunity, has clearly shown that you are a sincere friend of the 
indigo-planter. . 

10. That your Honor has promoted Mr. Kirkwood, who was degraded 
and made a doint-Magistrate, to the post of a Sessions Judge. Your 
petitioner also being a sufferer by Sir Richard’s action, it behoves your Honor 
to confer on him some favour. 

11. That your petitioner has got a large family, consisting of many 
useless dependants. He has got a number of youthful sisters, who have 
become a source of embarrassment to him. In their better days, when their 
father was living, he gave them a varied education, and when your Honor 
came to Chittagong a few years ago their beauty and their dancing and 
singing made a favourable impression upon your mind. 

12. That the petitioner has claims upon your generosity. His 
family has long been attached to you. When your Honor was Joint- 
Magistrate of Jungypore his parents enjoyed your protection and affection, as 
a proof of which you gave them at that time two photographic likenesses of 
yourself. These likenesses are sent herewith. 

138. That the petitioner is extremely attached to Government, as 
shown by his not subscribing for or reading the Amrita Bazar Pairtka, or 
any other native newspaper, although he is acquainted with Bengali, lest 
this should be sedition. 

14. That the petitioner is a warm advocate of the license-tax. 
Although he does not at present carry on any trade or dealing, still 
he is so charmed with that measure that he pays annually a tax of ten 
rupees. If your Honor should further enquire of the circle officers, they 
would be able to tell you how many persons your petitioner has helped to 
bring under the operation of the license-tax. 

‘15. That your Honor has conferred a great benefit upon these 
provinces by reducing the expenditure upon hospitals. It is said by many 
that this has led to increased mortality in the hospitals, but of what use 
8 it that Bengalis should live? Your petitioner helps to the best of his 
ability to carry out these retrenchments. 

_ 16. That there is a hospital in this place, which is supplied by your 
petitioner with articles of diet for the patients. He has now so reduced 
8 supply that there are almost no new admissions into the hospital, which will 
probably soon cease to exist. 

17. That your petitioner would take leave to briefly state that he has 
sulfered much from the action of Sir Richard Temple; that he has a number 
of youthful sisters dependent on him; that his parents enjoyed your protec- 
‘on and favour; that your Honor favoured his mother with a photographic 


Ue ae, 


likeness of yourself ; that he does not subscribe for the Amrita Bazar 
Patrikd or any other vernacular newspaper; that he pays the license-tay. 
and that his efforts have led to the abolition of a hospital. That the 


etitioner would therefore pray that yo 
Dated Chittagong, the 22n P te your Honor 


ae d May be pleased to appoint him a Deputy Magis. 


trate. And your petitioner, as in duty bound 


shall ever pray. 

P.S.—The rules made by your Honor regarding the manufacture of 
spirituous liquor have been exceedingly beneficial. Those that were, owin 
to high price, formerly unable to indulge in its use are now having thei 
fill of it. The petitioner’s efforts in this matter have resulted in the establish. 
ment of four distilleries in this place. 


Orprr.—Ordered that the petitioner be appointed as a Deputy Magis- 
trate in Sarun. 


(Sd.) CocKERELL, 
Secretary —— 


Amara Basin 11. It has not been yet settled, = the same a who will become 
— the next Governor of Madras. Sir Ashle 
July 13th, 1880. Governorship of Madras. Eden probably will have no chance of gutting 
the post. He has so dissatisfied the people of Bengal that no one. 
could wish that he should become the Governor of any other province in 
India. 
Porva PRatipEwant, 12. A correspondent of the Purva Pratidhwant, of the 18th July, 


7 3 directs the attention of the authorities to the 
med Ghat i Chittagong,” ~—shardship which has been occasioned by the 
enhancement of the rate of toll levied at 
the ferry below the Anti-Mahomed Ghat in Chittagong. The passengers, 
however, although they are subjected to increased payment, have not had 
any extra accommodation placed at their disposal. Besides the prescribed 
fee, they are always obliged to pay the boatmen, for these latter are not 
paid by the contractor to whom the tolls have been farmed by the munici- 
ality. 
Puava PRatipawant. : "18. Another writes to the same paper to say that at the post-office at 
Patia, for want of funds, parties to whom 


money orders are made payable have often to 
dance attendance for days successively. 


Savap PaaBmaxan, 14. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 18th July, after expatiating on 

ii ys Rc : its own loyalty and the hostile attitude of 

nemuperera Maen and the native Sir Ashley Eden towards the vernacular 

newspapers of Bengal, refers to the fact that 

His Honor has recently changed his views and is now of opinion that 

native papers have improved in tone. If this is so, asks the Kditor, His 

Honor should extend to them the same privileges that are enjoyed by the 

Anglo-Indian journals regarding the supply of official information and 
administration reports. 

Basgat Mime, 15. The Bharat Mihir, of the 18th July, dwells on the present 


July 13th, 188». , a 
0 
eae ny unsatisfactory condition of the finances 


India. IfSir John Strachey and his worthy 
master had been allowed to administer them for some time longer, thei 


efforts would have certainly landed the exchequer in bankruptcy. Tbe 
writer then compares the financial position of Lord Northbrook’s govern 
ment with that of the late administration, and concludes by urging on 


Lord Ripon the extreme desirability of terminating the Afghan war, the 
prosecution of which is causing a ruinous expenditure. 


Patia post-office. 
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16. The same paper asks Government if it will take any steps to rectify 
the irregularities that have occurred in con- 
nection with the levy of the license-tax in 
Mymensingh. Most of those who were overassessed, and had to pay at the 
rates demanded, have not had the excess amounts yet refunded to them. 
In Tangail and the sudder sub-division several thousands of rupees were 
realized without the parties having been served with a preliminary notice. 
Names of a few of the aggrieved persons are given by the writer. 
17. The Bardwan Sanjivani, of the 13th July, remarks with regret 
that, in spite of its repeated representations 
— the Damudar at on the subject of the ferry over the Damudar 
ais at Burdwan, the Magistrate of the district 
has not yet taken any steps to remove the hardship which has been ‘caused 
to the passengers. The writer now asks the Commissioner of the division 
to take the matter into his consideration and grant relief. 
18. The Samachar Chandrikd, of the 15th July, notices the incon- 
7 venience to which the inhabitants of Dum- 
Pg Cantonment Magistate of Dum- J)ym and Barrackpore are subjected from 
: the Cantonment Magistrate having to attend 
daily the courts at Dum-Dum and Barrackpore and work in both places. 
The work of dispensing justice greatly suffers by this arrangement, and the 
parties are dissatisfied. The Magistrate is every day present at Dum-Dum 
from 9-30 a.m. to 1-80 p.m., and at Barrackpore from 2 to 5pm. LEivery- 
one can see how work could be properly done in this manner. The autho- 
tities, however, are indifferent to this. 
19. The Dacca Prakash refers to a circular, which is said to have been 
issued by Government to all Divisional Com- 
nhuaaionas missioners, to the effect that they should ask 
all district authorities to grant, free of cost, licences to the people for using 
arms under section 16 of the Arms Act. The Editor, however, fears that 
that circular will become a dead-letter. The district and sub-divisional 
authorities are weighted with so much work that they will have little leisure 
to attend to these instructions of Government. If the authorities really 
desire to prevent the injury which is being done by wild animals, the people 
should be wholly exempted from the operation of the Arms Act. 
20. The Sddhdrant, of the 18th July, refers with regret to the decline 
. . of moral discipline among the inmates of the 
po ann ean ee Calcutta Hindu Hostel, which was founded 
through the exertions of the late Babu Pyari Charan Sarkar, and once did 
much useful work. Jt still continues to receive a Government grant, but 
there is a sad lack of supervision. Many students who put up in this insti- 
tution have contracted habits of drinking and lost the purity of their charac- 
ter. It is not desired that the hostel should cease to exist, but a thorough 
reform has become necessary. ‘The writer suggests that the institution 
should be placed under the supervision of Pundit Ishwara Chandra 
Vidyés4gara and some other persons of his stamp. 
#1. The same paper comments on the irregularity and confusion 
ee which characterize the Indian accounts. 
munusion in fhe Indian accounts. hese are kept in 80 unsatisfactory a manner 
that mistakes cannot be promptly detected, witness the road cess defalcations 
in Bengal, which long remained undetected, and the error in the budget 
made by Sir John Strachey. His administration of the finances has been 
marked by a carelessness and a reckless ignorance which have been really 
Wuparallelled, and the more he and Lord Lytton attempt any explana- 
Hons, the more clearly do these defects become discernible. If Lord Ripon 


= es simplify the Indian accounts, he will have rendered his name 
Mortal, 


The license-tax in Mymensingh. 
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99. The Som Prakash dwells, in along editorial, on the adulteration 
of food-stuff and other articles by the vendors 
thereof, which prevails to a fearful extent 
The attention of Government is directed to the subject. 
23. The same paper, after summing up the arguments for and 
against the retention of the Government 
monopoly in opium, concludes by remarking 
that an enlightened Christian Government, as the British is, should not 
continue to carry on this sinful traffic. Why should they trouble themselves 
about what would befall the opium-eaters if the traffic were given up? 
They should do only what is morally right. As regards the loss of revenue, 
if Government gave up the trade gradually, that would be gradually made 
good from some other sources, only Government should be resolved upon 
giving up the trade in opium. 

24. A correspondent of the same paper asks Government to establish 
a reformatory school in Behar for the benefit 
of juvenile offenders of that province. It will, 
if established, have a most salutary effect upon the criminals. The writer 
further suggests that some oil-machines of Kuropean manufacture should 
be set up in the jails. 

25. The Navavibhdkar, of the 19th July, while it fully recognizes the 
necessity of transfers in the case of public 
officers, is still of opinion that such transfers 
are not always judiciously made. Officers of the executive service particularly 
should not be very frequently transferred, for in their case local experience is 
almost invaluable. 

26. The same paper, inreferring to the minutes of Lord Lytton and 
Sir John Strachey on the error in the budget, 
and General Strachey’s article in the Mineteenth 
Century on the same subject, remarks that they have not succeeded in 
imposing on the British public. Itis really strange to find that neither 
Lord Lytton, who brought about the war, nor his Finance Minister ever took 
the least trouble to ascertain the current expenditure on account of the 
extensive military operations that were going on in Afghanistan. The 
history of no other country except India furnishes a case of such careless 
administration of the public revenues. 


Adulteration of articles. 


The Government monopoly in opium. 


A reformatory school for Behar. 


Transfer of public officers. 


The error in the budget. 
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